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Chairperson Richard S. Bashner called the meeting to order at 6:50 pm. 

( M I N U T E S (
_______________________________________________________________________________________
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT…………...........…….……….……………...…...RICHARD S. BASHNER
Chairperson Richard S. Bashner began his report by introducing the new Board Members.  They are:  James Bernard (33) of Park Slope, Stephen Burzio (BP) of Park Slope, Lisa Cirando (BP) of Carroll Gardens, Tom Kamber (39) of Park Slope, Daniel Kummer (33) of Park Slope, Brad Lander (39) of Park Slope who was the former Executive Director of the Fifth Avenue Committee and has a long history of involvement with our Community Board, Maria Reca (39) of the Columbia Street District, Mark Shames (BP) of Park Slope, Meredith Taylor (BP) of Cobble Hill, Rajia Thomas (BP) of Gowanus Houses who was also the 2006 recipient of our Robert Acito Award for Youth Involvement for her volunteer work with youth in the community, Suzanne Turet (33) of Park Slope and Vanessa Twyford (BP) of Carroll Gardens.  Note: (33) = CM Yassky recommendation, (39) = CM de Blasio recommendation, (BP) = BP Markowitz recommendation.

Chairperson Bashner publicly acknowledged the former members that were not reappointed (Jerry Armer, Angela Beni, Pauline Blake, Bill Blum, Al Cabbad, Barbara Longobardi, Madelaine Murphy, Marilyn Oliva and Theresa Ricks) for their many years of selfless service to us and the communities we represent, and thanked them for their deep commitment to civic involvement on behalf of a grateful community.
Chairperson Bashner introduced the new Executive Committee:  Devin Cohen, First Vice-Chair/Public Safety Chair, Ray Lohier, Second Vice Chair/Budget/Community Development Chair; Elly Spicer, Secretary; David Reiss, Treasurer/Finance/Personnel & Law Chair/Economic Development Co-Chair; Peter Fleming, Land Use Chair; Louise Finney and Joanne Foulke, Transportation Co-Chairs; Mark Kolman, Education Chair; Dominique Lalli, Parks & Recreation Chair; Brad Lander, Housing Chair; Robert Levine, Landmarks Chair; Thomas Miskel, Human Services Chair; Alric Nembhard, Economic Development Co-Chair/delegate to the Brooklyn Bridge Park Local Development Corporation and Community Advisory Committee; Greg O’Connell; Waterfront Development Chair; Derrick Vito, Youth Services Chair.  

Chairperson Bashner informed the Board that at Board Member Joseph Porcelli took the opportunity at our Executive Committee meeting to publicly resign from the Board citing personal reasons.  Joe’s wisdom and contributions were most valued and will be missed.

Chairperson Bashner advised the Board of the role of the Community Board, how business is conducted during board meetings, and how Board Members and non-board members are appointed to Committees.  He then introduced the Board office staff that was present, Craig Hammerman, District Manager, and LeRoy Branch, Assistant District Manager.  He asked each board member to stand up and state their name, their role on the Board, length of time on the Board, the neighborhood they live in and their job.  

Chairperson Bashner introduced the new commander of the 78th Precinct, Captain John Argenziano.  The Captain reported that robberies in Prospect Park are down.  To date, there have been four (4) robberies in the Park.  At this time last year, there were ten (10).  Overall, crime is down 20% this year precinct-wide.
Chairperson Bashner reported to the Board that Borough President Markowitz has invited us to attend a special ceremony and celebration honoring the 30th Anniversary of Community Boards in New York City government.  At this event the Borough President will be making a tribute to Gerald Esposito, District Manager of Community Board 1 and Howard Feuer, District Manager of Community Board 11, who are the two original and still current district managers hired by their respective boards 30 years ago and continue to actively represent their communities.  The festivities will take place at 5:30pm on Thursday, June 28, 2007 at Brooklyn Borough Hall.
Chairperson Bashner followed up on last month’s meeting with regard to the Boymelgreen construction of the park properties adjacent to their new building going up at 4th Avenue and 5th Street, we have heard back from the Parks Department and received something in writing from them that memorializes the scope of work involved in the work expected to be completed by the developer.  A letter from Boymelgreen to Parks Department dated December 27, 2005 outlined the scope of work with an expected date of completion of August 2006.  Parks Department is now reporting that in the last few weeks the developer has begun clearing and preparing the site, that the beginning of construction is imminent, and that it should be complete by the end of this summer.

Chairperson Bashner ended his report by advising the Board that on Monday, June 4th was the first meeting of the Public Place Task Force, a group of representative organizations and elected officials who were appointed by Deputy Mayor Dan Doctoroff to work with HPD on the development of the Public Place site.  The planning of Public Place, which is the 6-acre brownfield site located at the southeast corner of Smith and 5th Street, began in earnest earlier this year when the Department of City Planning kicked off a comprehensive land use framework and planning discussions around the Gowanus Canal corridor.  A key anchor site in the area, Public Place, is publicly-owned property which gives us some level of influence over what will ultimately get built there.  Anything the City comes up with will ultimately have to undergo a uniformed land use review process, or ULURP review, so we will have the opportunity to formally weigh in.  It is hoped that by the time the plans for the site get to that point that they will reflect the enormous amount of input the City has already received from the last few months of public meetings hosted by our Landmarks/Land Use Committee.  The task force will be working more closely with HPD on refining the feedback received from the public and helping to vet responses to an RFP that will be issued so the City could bring a developer on board to work with the group on finalizing some mixed-use and open space plan for the site.  He has delegated Al Nembhard, Co-Chair of our Economic Development Committee, to be our representative to this group.  Once a developer is selected, probably sometime in the fall, we will be hosting a public meeting to introduce them to the community, and continue the public dialogue started months ago.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES:

Board Member Lou Sones made a motion to accept the minutes, seconded by Board Member Tom Miskel.

VOTE:
39 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSTENTIONS

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

TIME:
7:41 P.M.

Motion:
by Board Member Joanne Foulke, seconded by Board Member Tom Miskel;

To empower the Executive Committee to act on behalf of the full Community Board over the summer hiatus should it prove necessary.

VOTE:
39 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSTENTIONS

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY  

TIME:
7:45 P.M.

Chairperson Bashner recognized the representatives of the elected officials.

Sam Cooper, representing Assemblywoman Joan Millman, invited everyone to attend a public forum co-sponsored by the Assemblywoman, Borough President Marty Markowitz, Assemblyman James Brennan and the Citizen Action Committee about public finance reform taking place at Brooklyn Borough Hall at 8:00 am on June 14, 2007.
Kevin Alexander, representing State Senator Eric Adams, invited everyone to attend “From the Cradle to College, Parent Empowerment Seminar.”  The workshop will provide information on childproofing your home, free scholarships for college, preparing your child for prep schools entrance exams, detecting on whether one’s child is in a gang, using drugs, victim of sexual abuse, protecting your child from internet abuse, finding the best schools for your child, how to purchase computer software to assist in your child’s education.  The workshop will take place August 25, 2007, from 10:00am to 3:00pm at Secondary School for Law, 237 7th Avenue.

Dan Wiley, representing Congresswoman Nydia Velázquez, welcomed all the new Board Members and advised the Board that Congresswoman Velázquez is now the chairperson of the House Small Business Committee.  The Small Business Committee has oversight and legislative jurisdiction over the Small Business Administration and its programs, as well as provides assistance to the protection of Small Business, including financial aid and the participation of small business enterprises in Federal procurement and government contracts.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
DISTRICT MANAGER’S REPORT……………………………..........……..…CRAIG HAMMERMAN

District Manager Craig Hammerman began his report by informing the Board that there was an addendum to the Landmarks/Land Use meeting agenda.  The change is a Landmark item, 570 First Street which is a combination of exterior and interior renovations in the Park Slope Historic District.  
District Manager Hammerman reminded the Board that August 7, 2007 is the National Night Out Against Crime.  The 76th and 78th Precincts will both be hosting various activities that evening in Coffey Park and Grand Army Plaza.
District Manager Hammerman informed the Board that the Department of Environmental Protection will be returning to Butler Street between Third Avenue and Nevins Street to complete a job that they had previously begun but never finished.  During this work, there will be some service interruptions on Butler Street.  The contractor will be alerting the affected blocks with at least 24-hours of advance notice.
District Manager Hammerman advised the Board that the Comptroller’s Office has begun an audit of all of the Community Boards.  They will be looking at our purchasing and inventory records for the last fiscal year.  They are hoping to produce a draft report by the fall.
District Manager Hammerman advised the Board that on June 5th he attended a breakfast with other Brooklyn district managers and chairpersons with Public Advocate Betsy Gotblaum to discuss the delivery of city services.  The Public Advocate announced an initiative she’s working on that involves the creation of a customer satisfaction survey to evaluate city services.
District Manager Hammerman reported to the Board that the District Office will begin their summer schedules wherein staff will be working 4-day weeks through Labor Day.  The office will continue to be open 9-5, Monday to Friday. 
District Manager Hammerman ended his report by advising the Board that Samantha Cohen, Office Manager, has resigned from the district office to become the Executive Director of a summer camp.  Ms. Cohen’s last day will be June 22nd.  He invited everyone to raise a glass to wish her well at Board Member Lou Sones’ bar, The Brazen Head, located at 228 Atlantic Avenue, that evening at 6:00pm.
(((COMMITTEE REPORTS(((
_______________________________________________________________________________________

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ……………...…....……..…..…...…… RICHARD S. BASHNER, CHAIR
Executive Chairperson Bashner reported that the committee reviewed the Governor’s Program Bill #22R, an act to amend the New York state domestic relations law in relation to the ability to marry.
Motion:
by Committee;

Recommendation to support the Governor’s Program Bill #22R introduced by Governor Eliot Spitzer, an act to amend the New York State domestic relations law in relation to the ability to marry, which would provide same-sex couples the same opportunity to enter into civil marriages as opposite-sex couples, and further provides that no member of the clergy may be compelled to perform any marriage ceremony.  

Board Member Louise Finney commented that Board Member Elly Spicer’s son, Tyler, was the star of the evening at the Executive Committee’s public forum.  He spoke eloquently on being the child of a lesbian couple.  
Board Member Monique Verret inquired as to the number of speakers that were clergy.  Chairperson Bashner stated that out of 35 speakers, 5 members of the clergy registered to speak.
VOTE:
36 YEAS, 2 NAYS, 0 ABSTENTIONS

MOTION PASSED 

TIME:
8:05 P.M.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

LANDMARKS/LAND USE COMMITTEE...……..……..ROBERT LEVINE, LANDMARKS CHAIR






              …......................PETER FLEMING, LAND USE CHAIR

Land Use Chairperson Peter Fleming reported to the Board that the committee reviewed an application for a special permit to modify various sections of the Zoning Resolution to facilitate the development of a 6-story mixed use building on property located at 130 Court Street.
Motion:

by Committee;
Recommendation to disapprove ULURP No. C 070156 ZSK, an application for a special permit pursuant to section 74-711 of the Zoning Resolution to modify various sections of the Zoning Resolution to facilitate the development of a 6-story mixed use building on property located at 130 Court Street (Block 286, Lots 17 and 21), in an R6/C2-3 district with a special Limited Height district (LH-1).  
VOTE:
37 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 1 ABSTENTION FOR CAUSE
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

TIME:
8:10 P.M.

Land Use Chairperson Fleming also reported to the Board that the committee reviewed an application for an amendment of the Zoning Map, changing from M1-1 district to an R6 at 45 Summit Street. 
Motion:

by Committee;
Recommendation to conditionally approve ULURP No. C 060477 ZMK, an application for an amendment of the Zoning Map, changing from M1-1 district to an R6 district property bounded by Carroll Street, a line 260 feet westerly of Columbia Street, a line midway between Carroll/Summit Streets, a line 100 feet westerly of Columbia Street, Summit Street and a line 350 feet westerly of Columbia Street, collectively referred to as 45 Summit Street (Block 352, Lots (part of 20), 21, 22, 23, 24, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52 and 53)
Board Member Brad Lander inquired as to how big the building would be and how many units it would have.  Additionally, he asked whether any of the units would be affordable housing.  Land Use Chairperson Fleming stated that there are 35 units.  Board Member Debra Scotto stated that the applicant stated that at least 20% percent would be affordable units.

A Procedural Motion was made to send item back to committee.

VOTE:
38 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSTENTIONS

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

TIME:
8:14 P.M.

Land Use Chairperson Fleming reported to the Board that the committee reviewed an application submitted by 150 Charles Holdings, LLC for a proposed Zoning Text Amendment.

Motion:

by Committee;
Recommendation to support application no. N 070394 ZRY submitted by 150 Charles Holdings, LLC for a proposed Zoning Text Amendment to Section 15-41, Enlargement of Converted Buildings.  
Board Member Lou Sones stated that it’s important for the Board to note that by considering the roof of a building as part of the open space it eliminates the need to tear the building down to provide open space on a lower level.
Board Member David Reiss asked how the local community board in that area voted on this item, and what would be the penalties for non-compliance with keeping the space open to the general public and maintaining the green aspect of it.  Land Use Chair Fleming stated that the local community board voted in favor of this zoning amendment.  Further, he did not know what the penalties for non-compliance are.

Board Member Devin Cohen asked if we were waiving the right to evaluate or pass on future zoning applications on any of these types of buildings in our district.  He also stated that the open space on the roof would be used more like a private back yard by the residents/tenants of the building instead of a public space.  Land Use Chair Fleming stated that we were not waiving our right to evaluate future zoning applications of this type, and that more resources will be devoted to the street level open space which would be more desirable for public use.
Board Member Elly Spicer asked if the roof open space has to be a green space.  Land Use Chair Fleming responded in the affirmative.

Board Member Jeremy Creelan asked if this zoning amendment will affect landmark districts.  Land Use Chair Fleming stated no.

Board Member Mark Kolman asked if the space would be public space for everybody and why were the applicants coming to our Board to make a presentation.  Land Use Chair Fleming stated that it would be open space for building residents and that the City is requiring them to come to the community boards. 

Board Member Anthony Pugliese stated that he liked the fact that they were recreating the property, making it more community friendly, and that by creating an opening space, they were giving the community what they want.

Board Member Robert Levine stated that we should not be worried about the public space that was on the roof, but instead more concerned with a developer privatizing the space on the ground floor.

VOTE:
30 YEAS, 4 NAYS, 4 ABSTENTIONS

MOTION PASSED 

TIME:
8:28 P.M.

Chairperson Bashner had to leave and turned over the meeting to First Vice Chair Devin Cohen, who Chaired the remainder of the meeting.
Land Use Chairperson Fleming reported to the Board that the committee reviewed a renewal sidewalk café unenclosed sidewalk café permit application on behalf of Rio Luna Corp, dba Mezcals at 522 Court Street.  
Motion:

by Committee;
Recommendation to approve a renewal sidewalk café unenclosed sidewalk café permit application submitted to the Department of Consumer Affairs on behalf of Rio Luna Corp, dba Mezcals at 522 Court Street (between Nelson/Huntington Streets), to permit 6 tables and 14 seats.  
VOTE:
38 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSTENTIONS

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

TIME:
8:30 P.M.

Land Use Chairperson Fleming reported to the Board that the committee reviewed a new sidewalk café unenclosed sidewalk café permit application on behalf of K&L Food Court, Inc. at 223 Smith Street.
Motion:

by Committee;
Recommendation to approve a new sidewalk café unenclosed sidewalk café permit application submitted to the Department of Consumer Affairs on behalf of K&L Food Court, Inc. at 223 Smith Street (northeast corner Smith/Butler Streets), to permit 14 tables and 28 seats.  
Board Member Raymond Lohier asked if the applicant leafleted the area regarding the hearing. Land Use Chairperson Fleming stated that they had.
First Vice Chairperson Cohen asked if there were going to be any tables and chairs on Butler Street.  Land Use Chairperson Fleming stated that there would be 6 tables with chairs on Butler Street. 
VOTE:
37 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSTENTIONS

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY
TIME:
8:32 P.M.

Land Use Chairperson Fleming reported to the Board that the committee reviewed a Certificate of Appropriateness application for the legalization of security grilles installed at 513 12th Street.  
Motion:

by Committee;
Recommendation anticipated on a Certificate of Appropriateness application submitted to the Landmarks Preservation Commission for the legalization of security grilles installed at 513 12th Street, Park Slope Historic District.  
Board Member Raymond Lohier asked if there was a reason for the security grilles.  Land Use Chairperson Fleming stated that the grilles had been there for more than 20 years and the applicant is now trying to legalize them.
VOTE:
37 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSTENTIONS

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

TIME:
8:33 P.M.

Land Use Chairperson Fleming reported to the Board that the Committee has been working with the Department of City Planning to develop a land use framework for the Gowanus Canal Corridor.  The Committee felt that it was appropriate as a benchmark to take a vote that states that as far as they have gone, that they’re moving in the right direction.  The Committee approved the motion.  After talking with Chairperson Bashner and District Manager Hammerman, it was decided that since no one from City Planning was at the Board Meeting to make a presentation to those Board Members who did not attend the Gowanus Canal Corridor meetings, that they would have no context in which to agree or disagree with the Committee’s decision that they were moving in the right direction.  For this reason, it will remain as a Committee vote to benchmark their progress and it would not be brought to the entire Board for a vote.
Board Member Jeff Strabone asked who has the authority to withdraw a motion from a Board vote.  First Vice Chair Cohen stated that the Chairperson of the Board and the Chairperson of a Committee do.  

Board Member Cecilia Cacace asked how Committee Member Roy Sloane’s motion could be withdrawn from a full Board vote since it had been previously voted upon in Committee.  First Vice Chair Cohen stated that that particular motion did not require a Board vote.  He also stated that he was noting all the objections of the Board Members on this issue, but that due to time constraints, he had to move on with the agenda.
_______________________________________________________________________________________PARKS/RECREATION COMMITTEE………………………..………………....NICA LALLI, CHAIR

Parks/Recreation Chair Nica Lalli reported that the committee reviewed a proposal by artist Eve Mosher for a new temporary art installation which will create a chalk outline around Lower Manhattan and Brooklyn’s coastlines. 

Motion:
by Board Member Peter Fleming, seconded by Board Member Jeremy Creelan;

Recommendation to support a proposal by artist Eve Mosher for a new temporary art installation called High Water Line which will create a chalk outline around Lower Manhattan and Brooklyn’s coastlines illustrating a projected 10-foot increase in sea level brought on by climate change. 

VOTE:
36 YEAS, 0 NAY, 1 ABSTENTION

MOTION PASSED

TIME:
8:43 P.M.

Parks/Recreation Chair Lalli also reported that the committee reviewed a proposal by PortSide New York to establish a Community Sailing Program at Valentino Park and Pier in Red Hook. 

Motion:
by Board Member Cecilia Cacace, seconded by Board Member Robert Zuckerman;

Recommendation to support a proposal by PortSide New York to establish a Community Sailing Program that would offer a mix of free and low-cost sailing programs and would be based at Valentino Park and Pier in Red Hook. 

Board Member Debra Scotto asked who would run the program.  Parks/Recreation Chair Lalli stated that PortSide New York would run it on Parks property.
VOTE:
37 YEAS, 0 NAY, 0 ABSTENTIONS

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

TIME:
8:44 P.M.
_______________________________________________________________________________________

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE …...........…..…………………… LOUISE FINNEY, CO-CHAIR

                                                                 …….………………........……. JOANNE FOULKE, CO-CHAIR 
Transportation Co-Chair Louise Finney reported to the Board that the committee reviewed the Department of Transportation’s Traffic Calming Plan for 9th Street between 3rd Avenue and Prospect Park West.
Motion:

by Committee;

Recommendation to conditionally support the Department of Transportation’s Traffic Calming Plan for 9th Street between 3rd Avenue and Prospect Park West with the following conditions:

1. DOT should, as promptly as possible, establish a class 2 bicycle path on PPW to connect the proposed 9th Street bicycle path with the 15th Street (Bartel Pritchard Square), 3rd Street, and Grand Army Plaza entrances to Prospect Park, as well as the 3rd Street/2nd Street bicycle path.  DOT should study traffic-calming measures on PPW, including the possible installation of a one-way or two-way Class 1 bicycle path on PPW.

2. DOT should coordinate with the Department of Parks and Recreation and the Prospect Park Alliance to ensure that bicyclists are guided to appropriate non-pedestrian entrances to the park and are discouraged from using the 9th Street pedestrian entrance.  Appropriate signage and enforcement measure should be utilized to implement this.  In any event, bicycles shall continue to be prohibited from entering the park at 9th Street while being ridden and signage shall also discourage bicyclists from entering even while bicycles are being walked.  The signage shall also include advice to cyclists who wish to exit the park onto 9th Street to use the 3rd Street and PPW exits, and to cyclists who wish to enter the park from 9th Street to use the 15th Street entrance.

3. DOT and the Police Department should take affirmative steps to eliminate off-truck-route truck traffic and non-local delivery truck traffic on 9th Street between 4th Avenue and PPW, including signage, engineering solutions, and additional enforcement.  The agencies should encourage signage on feeding avenues to discourage trucks not making local deliveries from using 9th Street.  

4. DOT should undertake a curbside management study aimed at alleviating the serious double parking problem on 9th Street.  Such a study should propose solutions for both commercial and residential blocks in order to accommodate those who need to pick up and drop off passengers and goods, including establishment of pick-up and drop-off zones at appropriate locations on 9th Street.  The study should be submitted to CB6 for review sufficiently in advance of its proposed implementation that the Community Board will have the opportunity for meaningful input.

5. DOT should study and monitor the effects of the 9th Street proposal after implementation.  This monitoring shall include traffic flows; traffic speeds; accident rates for vehicles, bicycles, and pedestrians; other safety issues; and quality of life impacts on residents of 9th Street and the Park Slope community in general.  DOT should report in writing to CB6 within 12 months of implementation as to the results of this study including their recommendations and proposals as to any suggested changes or improvements.  In any event, the report should be submitted to CB6 for review sufficiently in advance of its proposed implementation that the Community Board will have the opportunity for meaningful input.  

Board Member Foulke stated that the Committee worked very hard at incorporating/addressing all concerns into one motion.  She thought that the Committee did a very good job.

Board Member Verret stated that this motion was very contrary to the discussion the Committee had at their meeting.  This change would increase accidents because of the installation of bike lanes, and the creation of one traffic lane especially when turning from 5th Avenue.  She also said that these changes would create congestion where traffic would be at a standstill.  She also stated that the proposal does not take into consideration the increased population that is coming into the neighborhood due to development.  Co-Chair Finney stated that all concerns were fully discussed at the meeting pro and con.
Board Member Sones spoke out against the motion stating that we should not withdraw our objections to these changes just so that DOT can make a few adjustments to placate us.  It would be more effective for us to be against the proposal rather than in favor with some conditions.
Board Member Levine stated that this motion addresses all and any concerns the Committee had with the proposal.  He further stated that he had a problem with DOT’s process and how the proposal was presented to the Committee.

Board Member Pugliese spoke in favor of the motion.  He believes that 9th Street is large enough to accommodate a bike lane and all the changes DOT is proposing.

Board Members Daniel Kummer and Cacace each spoke against the motion.

Board Member Strabone spoke in favor of the motion.  He believes that 9th Street is ideal for bike lanes.

Board Member Spicer spoke out against the motion.  She believes that because of the proposal, trucks will now start traveling down local residential streets.

Board Member Zuckerman asked if this were a trial proposal.  Co-Chair Finney advised that this was permanent with an evaluation to be done at a later date.

VOTE:
17 YEAS, 14 NAYS, 2 ABSTENTIONS

MOTION PASSED

TIME:
9:03 P.M.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
( COMMUNITY SESSION (
Robert Makla, founder of Park Slope Civic Council, has been a resident of Park Slope since 1924.  He is part of an organization that gives tours throughout the city.  He invited the Board to Green-wood Cemetery on July 8, 2007 to enjoy nature. 
Juan Porrel, a resident of Columbia Street District who believes that the Board should support the decking over of the BQE trench.  
Jim Vogel, a resident in the district praised the diligent effort of the Board Members and stated that what the Borough President did by not re-appointing certain members was revolting and disgusting to the Board Members.  He presented the Board with a symbolic rubber stamp as a gesture that the Board Members are here not solely at the behest of the Borough President, but that they are courageous, free-thinking people. 
Triada Samaras, a resident of Carroll Gardens, spoke out against a developer’s plan to build a 70-foot tall, 46-unit building at 360 Smith Street.  She asked the Board to get involved in trying to stop this plan because the building is out of context in a Brownstone neighborhood.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
( NEW/OTHER BUSINESS (
Motion:
by Board Member Jeremy Creelan, seconded by Board Member Lou Sones;

Recommendation to support the following proposed resolution: 
In this year’s appointment cycle, a number of members of this Board were not reappointed apparently because of the way in which they voted on a resolution passed by the Board. Irrespective of the merits of the particular issue addressed by that resolution, the Board wishes to make clear its view that the independence and, indeed, the fundamental value of Community Boards are undermined by any appointment decisions that are based upon how a member voted on a resolution or other board action on a particular issue. Community Boards exist in principal part to give community members a voice in local affairs and to provide elected officials with a fuller understanding of the views of their constituents on various issues. To be sure, Board members should solicit and carefully consider the views of our elected officials. But the purpose of Community Boards is not, and should never become, simply to adopt or amplify the views of elected officials. Community Boards also lack any coercive authority; their value is confined to the wisdom and impact of their voice. Without ongoing respect by our elected officials for the independence of that voice as an honest communicator of the community’s views, the core value of the Community Boards themselves will be extinguished over time. Therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, while taking into account the views of our elected officials, community organizations, and individual members of our community, the Community Board will continue to act as an independent voice for the community, and will consider the issues and resolutions that come before it on their merits alone.

Board Member Debra Scotto spoke out against the motion stating that being on the Board is not a lifetime appointment and that Borough President Marty Markowitz did nothing wrong in not reappointing certain Board Members.
Board Member Cecilia Cacace called in favor of the motion.

Board Member Louise Finney stated that she has a problem with attributing motivation of the Borough President when we really don’t know the reason for his not reappointing the former members.  She asked Board Member Creelan to accept a friendly amendment to his motion by removing the first sentence of the resolution.  Board Member Creelan agreed.

Board Members Anthony Pugliese, Barbara Ginsberg and Joanne Foulke all spoke out against the motion.

Board Members Suzanne Turet and Daniel Kummer both stated that when they were appointed to the Board, they were not asked their opinion on most of the issues facing the Community Board and that they are happy to be joining Brooklyn Community Board 6.  
VOTE:
8 YEAS, 13 NAY, 11 ABSTENTIONS

MOTION FAILED

TIME:
9:27 P.M.
Motion:
by Board Member Brad Lander, seconded by Board Member Nica Lalli;

To adjourn the meeting.

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY
TIME: 9:30PM

1st Vice Chairperson Devin Cohen adjourned the meeting at 9:32pm.
Minutes submitted into the District Office by Assistant District Manager Leroy Branch on August 24, 2007.
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